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transcribed, Register of 1730, Mr. Alexr. Pope and Mr.
John Swift are set down as members, their lodge being
held at " the Goat at the foot of the Haymarket" l This
makes it tolerably certain that the satirical " Letter from
the Grand Mistress of the Freemasons to George Faulkner,
Printer," printed about 1728, is a genuine production of
Swift's pen; it is a reductio ad absurdum of the spurious
Masonic Rituals then current in London, and it is exactly
what we might expect from Swift, even if the allusion to
the Drapier at the close did not settle the matter. The
piece was printed in Faulkner's twenty volume edition of
Swift's Works (1760-9), but was omitted by Sir Walter
Scott and subsequent editors.2

To return to Swift's English correspondence. His Lon-
don friends, men and women, statesmen and great ladies,
poets and dukes, grave and gay, were always eager to
hear from him; and he liked to learn from them what was
doing in the great world from which he was banished. The
list is a long one; Bolingbroke and Oxford; Pope, Gay,
Addison, and Atterbury; Arbuthnot and Barber; the
Duke of Dorset; Lord Carteret, Lord Bathurst, Lord
Peterborough; Patty Blount and the Duchess of Queens-
berry; Lady Betty Germaine and Mrs. Howard; the
Duchess of Ormond and Lady Masham, are among those
who wrote to him and kept him in touch with the move-
ments of literary criticism and high politics as well as with
the gossip of London society.

With such a variety of correspondents, it is natural to
expect variety of style. Every great letter-writer exhibits
this, more or less; for the style of a good letter should
correspond to the capacity and the interests of the receiver.
One does not write to a child in the language which would
be appropriate in addressing an Archbishop, nor does the
"grand style" befit an intimate correspondence with a

1  tc Masonic Reprints and Historical Revelations," by H. Sadler
(1898), with Introduction by W. J. Chetwode Crawley.

2  See Crawley, loc. city supra.12 and 17 December, 1734.
